Clerk of the House of Representetives  Secretary of the Senare

Legtalnrive Nezpurce Centar Offies of Pabtic Recowts . [
B-104 Cadnen Byilding . 232 Hart Building S{CAETARY OF THE SERATE
Washingron, B0 20515 Warhington, D 20510 {}1 FEB s !ﬁ"iii DE

LOBBYING REPORT

Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 {Section 5} - All Filers Are Required To Complete This Page:

1. Reégismnt Name

T Baset Z%fﬂé‘/’c?ﬂ!ff:fm.u....(:é,{fz.ﬁ_c_«.ﬁrrwf” -fir’ws’i

L. Addies Dmamm:mmymm

ﬁbé’w f’:f’mw I FTe ﬁimfe__ Coite gm&x ‘fola‘s‘&?

3. Hmdmjﬂmnfﬁusdnm(ﬁd&ﬁmﬁmim!}

s Losdi tingl L5 smwvtip o coomen L AD  4ff 2 £
4, Covtot Mams Telephams sl foptivnal} |5 Seouiz D4
..... Bule. 2 Poret 217430 3003 borhesh ST o /i g

7, Client Mamer 0] & Foase T
E’{P/z’r{i; / 4*//5 o /‘(éf/f" &/ 325%0
TYPE OF REPORT g.Yw.ﬁ/ £ Midyear Uapuary I-fune 30) 03 OR  Year Ena (July 1-December 313

9. Cheak if his filing amends & previoasly filed version of tis report (]

10, Check if this 35 & Termination Report L} & TerminstionDate______ £1. No Lobhying Activity

INCOME OR EXPENSES - Compiete Either Line 12 OR Line 13

12. Lobbying Firms 13. Orpanimtions
INCOME relating o lobbying activities for this reporting EXPENSES pelating to lobbying activities for this eporting
pexiod wwas: pericd wers:
Less than 510,000 24 Less than $10,000 ()
) slopormere O o 0§
$i0000earmere [J = 3 Expemses (neamat S20.000%
oo (oot 520,000 14. REPORTING METEOND, Check box (o indicate expense

Provide a good faith estimare, roanded to the nearest 20,000, | a<vitting method. See instructions for descriprion of aptions.
of all iobbying related inooms from the cleat (octuding ail . .
F“WBNmEWIWWMWwamm {3 Mreshiod A Reporting amounts using LA definitions oaly
acHivitics on of the clien). ] Method B. Reporting amounts sadst section sc—ss::b}(S}uf the
Internal sze:nue Cionie

T} Metbod €. Reporting amounts ander ssction zsz(a) of the
Imzernal Revenue Coda

_— £60. € 3h . 2y)o;

Prinned Name: aud Title. Dﬁ" & &, iﬁﬂ—m f’&‘;:/]ﬁlﬁ‘b\t’

LH-2 (REV. /98y ) PAGE | of

Filing #f05e6b91-8ba3-4b22-a94a-182d3dc583f3 - Page 1 of 7



= t

e % -’&?’/)/ /7{/4/1";!."" ;“/?
LOBBYING ACTEVITY. Scleci as many codes a3 tecessary 56 reflect general fssue arcas in-which the Tegstrant
engandhﬂabhyingonbahﬂquﬁecﬁemdmhg&emﬂngpmﬁudﬂdwawp@gﬁwwnhmm
infermation asrequested, Attack additional page(s) as needed,

15. {Generad issue mmm (oae per page)

6. Spﬁﬁc Iobbying issnes
SEE HITHCH M ENT

17. House(s) of Congress and Federl agencies contacted Dc‘mk‘:fﬁm :
SENATE '
Hovse ot “Represenmtiies

8. Namufmhhﬂiviﬂua}whpmmdasalmm&isismm
Nams: Corveaed Oificinl Position {if wpplioabic)

DM E £ BALER,

BGUUGDBD%

19. Interest of sach foreign otity m the specifio issues listed oo line 15 above L) Check if None

Siguamee, ‘Q:;Q,_- . w\ e 2~ -0)

Hhmdedeﬂfn;DW‘e‘ £ _Feaker, S‘I%sf;ifmf

Foren LI} {fere /5 Prae o

Filing #f05e6b91-8ba3-4b22-a94a-182d3dc583f3 - Page 2 of 7



Executive Summary

1n 1983, Congress passed legislation creating the Medicare Prospective Payment System
{PPS) for mpationt acute care services. Oue of the major determinates of payment in the PPS is
the wage index which is set for each of 329 Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs) and each
statewide rural area. Soon after passage, it became clear that hospitals located just outside one
MSA could be paid based on 2 wage index substantially lower than local merket wage levels.
"This anomaly reslted in hospitals just outside metropolitan areas not being able to compele in
the urban labor matket for professional staffing,

In 1986, 1987 and 1988, Congress sponsored legistarion w wy to fx some of the most
blatantly unfair issues that had been presented to various members of Congress. ba 1989,
Congress Jegislated the Medicare Geographic Classification Review Board (MGCRNE) that would
anually approve hospitals that meet certain criteria for peographic reclassification and allow
then to be paid based on the wage index of 4 nearby geagraphic area, of in certain cases, by the
standardized amonnt of a nearby meropolitan area, '

“The criteria were determined by the Health Clare Financing Administration (HCFA) and
published in proposed form in 1989 and in final form in 199¢. Subsequent reguiatory changes to
the criteria have genemlly had the effect of reducing the numbers of hospitals that were
reclassified over the years. On several occasions, Congress has acted to liberalize
reclassifications. In the spring of 2000 HCFA did ajlow for s modest expansion of reclussified
rural hospitals by lowering the criteria for melassification slightiy.

In the Balanced Budget Refinement Act of 1999 (BBRA) Cangress appioved a number
of individual hospital and mdividual county reclassifications for a two-year peried. While the
popalar fress labeled many of these fixes as "pork barrel pofitics” these tlemporary fixes were in
responst to serious reclassification deficiencies that had cropped up over the years,
Additionaily, in BBRA Congress asked the General Accounting Office (GAQ) 1o study the
reclassification process and report back 10 Congress no iater than May 20, 2001,

The Coalition to Preserve Reclassification (CPR} is a group of reclassified hospitals (or
hospitals thet would have been reclassified under previous criteria) that are secking to preserve
the reclassification system and fix criteria that have gone awry over the years of cenisin other
obvious and inequitable situations that simply were not anticipated. The CPR hospitals have
thres requests of Congress; :

1, LBBA refief is granted in the faH of 2008 would Congress consider the
systemic fixes that are vutiiaed hetreln as a part of that Jegisiation?

L Would individual members of Congress consider approaching GAO, as
appropriate to let them know of their general support for the geopraphic
reclassification in ifs existing form (after fixing the criteria as mentioned
above)?

3 Consider whether you would be wiling to sponsor or support legisiation to
broadly fix the criteria to preserve the reclassification process and wake it
work appropriztely for perhaps the next ten yeary, This would Khely be for
the 2301 Congressions] session,
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