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Augnst 24, 2000 G p;

Leaslative Resource Center
Office of the Clerk ol the

5. House of Representatives
B136 Cannon House Office Building
Washingtan, D€ 2081 5-86(2

Dear Sir:

:Eﬁf% This fetter will provide an explanation for the debay in our submitting the }998-1999
e Lobbying Reportfs) to your offics, on behalf of the University of Puesrto Rico (UPR), a3
required under the U5 Lobhying Disclosure Act of 1995,

According to notices received by the LPR Office of Federal and External Affairs, we are
past due it submithing the following four reports: ™1998 Year Fnd Report,” the 1999
Mid-Year Report;” the “1999 Year End Repont” and the 2000 Mid-Year Report” The
reasons for the delay in submission of the shove reforenced reports are explained halow.

Background:

*  Firsl, as the Special Assistant to the UPR President and as Director of the
Office of Federal and Esternal Affaics (OFEA), T have responsibility for
overseeing the professienal servicgs af Washington, D.C. consulting firms
which underiake U.S. federal apency and congressional relations werk (diveet
Iebhying activities) an behall of the UPR, Eacir af these firms (Van Scoyoc and
Associates and Dow, Lohwes & Afbertsorn) submitted both Semi Anmuel and
Year-End Reporis for 1998 qird 1999 on beialf of the PR (see copies attached).

Smee the UPR-OFEA, which is-located within the Office of the President of the

University of Puerto Rico, has a very limited s1aff the majority of onr governmental

and congressional reiations work is carried out divecily by represeatatives of

conseiting firms in Washingion, D.C. retained by the UPR. Due 4o the continuing

shortage of administrative and secretavial staff in ear office and the fact that I,

mtst dravel for the Eniversity’s federal and external affaics outreach programs,

approvimatety 75 percent of my time, we have not been able fo submit aur reparts

ta your office om a repular basis. ¥n addition, duc # the turnover in pur

professional staff this past year (Bleputy Director re-assigned and new OFEA

Associate Director for Federal Affairs only hired in August 1999}, T was frankly not Sy
_ ; > R

aware {hat we were late in submitling our reports. o

Also, it is important to stress that our aew staff, both professional and administrative
staffs were completely unfamiliar with the lobbying registration forras and the due dates,

_—
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*  Second, during the geriad of Febrvary-May 2608, [ was hospitalized and on
medical leave from the UPK. [ was, therefors, unable 1o provide any guidance to
our OFEA administrative and secrotarial staff in the office on the content and
procedures 1o be followed In submitting past due Lobbying registration forms.
Simee the OFEA professional staff wers now, they did not have the necessary
wformation to complete the roports durmg this pereod.

*  Third, unfortunately, the UPR-OFEA has pat had Administrative support staff
nar aa Associnate hrestar for Federnl Affairs, whose prosary responsibility is
te ensure the timely submission of the Lobbying Report(s) daring the past two
fisea) years. Previously, during the period of 1995.1098, this was the
responsibifity of the OFEA’s last twe Deputy Directers, whase position is now
vacant. Please be assured that the UPR-OFEA will establish and implement the
necessary administrative procedures to ensure that the reports are filed on time,
aven when there has aot besn any lobbying activiry for the period reparted,

Preparation of the draft reports will now be the responsibilnty of the Associate Director
for Federal and External Affairs (Mrs. Juanita Valendin-Morris), 50 that the OFEA
Director can sabmit the reports during the required reporting peniads.  The OFEA
Admimistrative Secrstary, Ms., Carmen Jarvis-Brookes, will assist ber in meeting the
required fifing deadiines.

¥ wrust that the ghove explenations will satisfy any questions you have regarding the
defay mn sobmission of owr Lobbying Reports.  Should you have any additional
questions, please contact me directly of my Associate Duwector, Mrs. Juanita Valentin-
Meorres, at {787} 230-0000 or 765-5610, extensions 2015 or 2051, :

Thank yvou in advance for your assistanee.
Sincercly,

Qune ot ek, ;,f/h

Anmne L, Howard-Teistan
Special Assistant to the President and Director
Office of Federal and External Affnrs

b
Frnclosares
2 Mes. nanda Valonin-Morris

Ms. Carmen Farvig-Brookes
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ATTACHNMENT A

Under #13 Organization
UNIVERSETY OF PUERTO RICO {(UPR) EXPENSES

The UPR expended $30,000 or mare relating to governmental relations firms that
carried ouwt fobbving activities on behalf of the UPR state university system. The
firms vepresenting the UPR are registered with both the Clerk of the House and the
Secretary of the Senate have submitted separate reports detalling ncome recetved
from the VPR during the periods of

« 1998 year end (huly 1-December 31}
¥ 1999 mid year {Janusary [~June 300
1999 year end {July $-December 313
2000 mid year {January t-June 30}

LN

Fhese firms are:

¥ Van Sceyoe Asencinzes, Ine. {Tel: 202-638-1950)
= Contact: Ms. Anita Esteli, Esq.
= LD Senate: 39837.621
= LD Housg: 32882026

v Bow, Lohnes & Albertson, PLLC (Tek: 202-776-2566)
¢ Contacl: Kenneth Salemon
= [t Senate 12540-132
= LI House: 31796005

UPR Expenses; 199%-199% for Lobbying Reports:

For complete information on the exact expenses paid to the above referenced
fobbying frms during the period of 1998-1999, please contact Mrs. Nazeerah
Flmadah, Direcior of the UPR Finance Office, Office of the President, at
(787} 250-0000, extension 4001 For information regarding specific UPR
centracts or for other assistance, please contact Ms. Julia M. Bafilfo, the
Director of the UPR Office of Lepal Affairs, a1 (787) 250-0000, extension 2243

UPR Expenses relating to lobbying activities Tor this reported periods {1993-
1999} were reported as income by the specific lebbying firms veprosenting the
UPR. The OFEA is nat responsible far the direct payment of such expenses and
therefore, does not have the exact amount of expenses for exch of the repurting
periods. This infbrmation can he prepared and submitted 1o the Clerk of the House
and the Secretary of the Senaate, if necessary. Please advise Mrs. Nazeerah Elinadah
if you require this information.
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Commencing in May 2000, the UPR retained the services of a new government
refatisns consslting firm, Cassidy and Assecigtes, for U.S. congressional
rejatians representation on behalf of the HPR. The conlract with Van Scoyoc
Associates (VSA) was terminated on December 31, 1999 The now ceatact name
at Cassidy and Associates for the UPR aceount is Mr. Dennis Keduior,
telephone (202 585-2410 and fax {202} 347-07835.

Thank vou in advansee For your attention 1o this matter,

ﬁm L ié‘a S ﬂ«w’ 29 2ot

Anne L. Howard-Tristani Pate
Special Assistant to the President and
Director, Office of Federa! and External Affairs

2
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