: SCCRETARY OF THE SEHATE
Clerk of the Howse of Representatives  Seeretary of the Senate
Legislative Resource Cenier il of Pubiiz Reconds LEER |6 tE gt O
B-106 Cannon Building 232 Harr Euilding 13 ¢ '
Washingron, DC 20515 Washinglon, DX 20510
LOBBYING REPORT

Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 (Section 5) - All Filers Are Required To Cosplete This Page

1. Regiamrear Nene

“Dacer. 7%52: iﬂr‘fl TarE Cf A Lér pf wrsc

2 Mdrmss L) Check i hferem tham previsudy veperd

e e a . “qug,ﬁaﬁ Coite P?%EOX’ (5”01051?

3 Primeipel Floce of Busiess (if different from Haa z}

CW,}Z;-‘AJQ e ;C? L5 Sue/Zlp for Consarh IM /?/K’ :g‘ﬁ?(;z“
4, Contact Name Tebepbome B-itudi {optional) oo, 0 \5. Sezain [ 4
Q&&ﬁmg Paer A 333 hogeden i S/

£ Herge b

5‘7‘ <y ﬁwuyéf é%ﬂ/ 7 33570

TYPE OF REPORT & vew £Cf  Midyear (teouary I-lune 30) L OR Ymﬁud(my 1-Brecarnber 31)

9. Check if this filing amends 2 previously filed version of this repert

10, Check if this is 2 Termination Report 51 © Termination Das___ 11, No Laobbying Activity (]

INCOME OR EIH’ENSES - Compiete Either Line 12 OR Lise 13

1% Lebbying Firms 13, Organizations
FNCOME relating to lobbying activities for this reporting | EXPENSES relating to lobibying activities for this reporting
period was: period were:
Less than 510,000 4 Less than 510,000 CJ
SO0 ormere (L = %
51000 ermre [ 23 % Prpomses (meant $20.000
: Haoomme. (pears 320,000} 14. REPORTING METHOD, Chesk box to indicats expensc

mamfﬂmmmmmﬂmszﬂ'm’ acconnting method, hmmwsfmmmnfopﬂm&

of gll lobbying related income fon the clieny (inciuding aft . .

4ts to the ewi by any eatity fog | g I Method A. Reporting amounts using 1004, dcfinitions oty
wetivities ou behalf of e clepy). U Method B. Repnting amounts under section 5033(bj(8ief the
Intzrpal Revenae Cods

O Metkod €. Reparting msounts under section 162(e} of the
Iniernal Reverme Cods

- &L@i@ﬂk 2-}1-0f

Pt e s Tote DB Bard, fresidest

I3 {REV. a0 . . PAGGE | af

Filing #c4f6381b-0cd0-4746-b007-e280c2f25bf8 - Page 1 of 7



- L - -

LOBBYFNG ACTIVITY. Select us many codes as necessary to reflect the general issoe freas in wizich the FRgistrant
anagedm!obbymgcn bﬁbﬂfﬁfﬁmcﬁm:dmingmamporﬁngperiudUﬁngaupwmmefurmhmdgpmdde

information as requested, Attach additional page(s) as needed.
15, General issue area code ZM7H7 (ane per page)

16, Specific lobbying issues
SEE BIHCHMENT

17. House(s) of Congress and Federal agencies contacted DChackfom .
SENATE
HOOSE o TIREpreSemnives

18, Name of each individial who acted as a Jobbyist in this issne area
' Corvmred Offizia) Postion £F spptiesbic}

Dite £ gAEy,

aamﬂﬂmm'mg

19. Hterest of cach foreign emity in the sperific issues listed oz fine 16 sbove {J Check if Nons

a0 £ Rt - 5 lfos)

Mmdedeﬂcmg‘. £ Pater, rheptond

P T T M2 e RIS

Filing #c4f6381b-0cd0-4746-b007-e280c2f25bf8 - Page 2 of 7



Executive Summary

In 1983, Congress passed legislation creating the Medicare Prospentive Fayment System
{PPS) for inpatient acute care services, One of the major determinates of payment in the PPS is
the wage index which is set for each of 325 Metropolitan Statistical Areas {MSAs) and each
statewide rural area. Soon afler passage, it became clear that hospitals Incated just outside one
MBA could be paid based on & wage index substantially lower than local market wage levels.
This anomaly resulted in hospitals just outside metropolitan areas not being able to compets i
the urban labor market for professional staffing. :

. In 1986, 1987 and 1988, Congress sponsoved legistation to try to fix some of the most
blatantly unfair issees that had been presented 1o various members of Congress. In 1989, -
Congress legislated the Medicare Geographic Classification Review Board {(MGCRE} that weuld
annually approve hospitals that meet certain criteria for geo praphic reclsssification and allow
them to be paid based on the wage index of a nearby geographic area, or in certain cases, by the
standandized amount of 2 nearby metropolitan area,

"The criteria were detertnined by the Health Care Financing Administration (HUFA) apd
published in proposed form in 1989 and in final form in 1990, Subsequent regulitory changes to
the criteria have generally had the cffect of reducing the numbers of hospitals that were
reciassified over the years. On several occasions, Congress has acted to liberalize
reclassifications. In the spring of 2000 HCFA did sllow for a modest expansiof of reclassified
roral kospitals by lowering the criteria for reclassification shightly.

In the Balanced Budget Refinement Act of 1999 (BBRA) Congress approved a number
of individyal bospital and individual county reclassifications for a two-year period. While the
popular press labeled many of these fxes a3 "pork barre) politics” these temporary fixes were in
response Lo serious teclassification deficiencies that had cropped up over the years,
Additionally, in BBRA Congress asked the General Accounting Office (GAQ) 10 study the
reclassification process and report back to Congress no later than May 26, 2001.

The Coalition to Preserve Reclassification (CPR) is a group of reclassified hogpitls (or
hospitals that would have been reciassified under previous criteria) that are seeking to presorve
the reclassification system and fix criteria that have gone #wry over the years OT certain other
obvious and inequitable situations that simply were not anticipated. The CPR hospitals have
thren requests of Congress; . B,

i, HBBA refief Is granted in the fall of 2000 wounld Congress cossider the
systemic fixes that are outlined herein as & part of that legislation?

2. Would individual siembers of Cotgress consider approaching CAO, as
appropriate to let then: know of their general support for the Eeographic '
reclassification in its existing form (after fixing the criteria 2s mentioned
abova)?

N Consider whether yon wonld be willing to sponsor or sopport legislation to
broadly fix the criteria to preserve the reclassification process and make it
work appropriately for perbiaps the next ten years, This would Jikely be for
the 2001 Congressional session.
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