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Aupust 24, 2004

(Hfice of the Secretary
(Hfice of Public Records
United States Senate

Har Building, Suite 232
Washington, DC 20510-7716

Dear Sir:

This letter will provide an explanation for the delay in our submitting the 1998-1999
Lobbying Report(s) to your office, on behalf of the University of Puerto Rico (UPR), as
required under the .S, Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995

According 1o notices received by the UPR Office of Federal and External Affairs, we are
past due in submitting the following four reports: 1998 Year End Report;” the “199%
Mid-Year Report,” the 1999 Year End Report™ and the “2000 Mid-Year Report.” The
reasons for the detay in submission of the above referenced reports are explained belfow,

Background:

+  First, as the Special Assistant to the UPR President and as Director of the
Office of Federal and External Affairs (OFEA), ¥ have respeasibility fov
oversesinpg the professional services of Washingion, D.(. consulting firms
which underiake 115 federal sgency wnd congressional relations work (direct
labbymg actvities} on behalf of the UPR. Each of thexe firrs (Van Scovoe and
Assaciates and [rew, Loknes & Alberivon} submitted both Seei Annual and
Year-End Reports for {998 and 1999 on behalf of the UPR {see copies atiuched}).

Sipca the UPR-OFEA, which i5 locsted within the Office of the Presudent of the
University of Puerto Rico, has a very limited staff, the majarity of sur governmental
and congressional reiations work is carried owt directly by representatives of
consulting firms in Washington, DLC. retained by the UPR. Due to the continuing
shertage of administrative and secretarial staff in oup offcce and the fact that I,
must travel for the Universiny®s federat and external afiairs onireach programs,
approximately 75 percent of my time, we have oot been able to submit our reports
ta your office ow a regular basis. ko addition, due to the turnover in our
professionat siafl this past year {Deputy Pirector re-assigned and new OFEA
Associate Director for Federal AfTairs only hired in August 1999), I was frankdy not
aware that we were Iate in submitting our reports.

Algo, it is importart to stress that our new staff, both professional and admurastrative
staffs werg completely unfamibiar with the lobbying registration forms snd the dueg dates.
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+  Second, during the perivd of Fehruary-May 2000, 1 was hospitalized and on
medicaf leave from the UPR. [ was, therefore, unable to provide any puidance to
our OFEA administrative znd secretarial staff in the office on the content and
procedures o be followed in submitting past due Lobbying registation forms.
Since the OFEA professional staff were new, they did not have the necessary
information te complete the reports durimg this period,

Third, unfortunately, the UPR-OFEA has not had Administrative support stafl
ot an Associate Director for Federal Affairs, whose primary respansibiity is
to ensure the timely submission of the Eabbying Report(s) during the past twa
fiscal vears. Previewsly, during the period of 19931995, this was the
responsibility of the OFHA's last twe Deputy Directors, whose positien iy now
vacant. Please be assured that the UPR-OFEA will establish and implement the
necessary adménistrative procedures to ensure that the reports are filed on fme,
even when there has not been any lobbying activity for the period reported.

Preparation of the draf?! reports will now be the responsibiliey of the Associate Dhrector
for Federal and External Affairs {Mrs. Juanita Valestin-Morris), so thal the OFEA
Dhrector can tubtnit the repons during the required reposting periods.  The OFEA
Administrative Secretary, Ms. Carmen Jarvis-Brookes, will assist her in meating the
required filing deadhines.

! trust that the sbove explanstions will satsfy any gquestions you have regarding the
delay i submission of our Lobbying Reports.  Should you have any additional
yuestions, please contact me directly or my Assocusie Director, Mis. Tuanita Valentin-
Morris, at (7873 250-0000 or 763-3610, extenstons 2015 or 2031

Thazk you in advance for your assistance.
Stneerely,

Anne L, Howard-Tristani
Special Assistant to the President and Drector
Office of Federal and Exiernal Affairs

b

Enclosures

i+ Mes, Juanita Vaiostia-Motris
Ms. Carmen farvis-Brookes
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ATTACHMENT A

Under #13 Organization

UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO {L PR} EXPENSES

Fhe UPR expended $10,000 or more refating to governmental relations Frms that
cartied out lobbying activities on behalf of the UPR state wniversity system. The
firms representing the UPR are registered with both the Clerk of the House and the
Secretary of the Senate heve submitted separate reports dt,tat}mg tncome received
from the UPR during the periods of ;

¥ 1998 year end {July 1-December 31)
« 1999 mid year (January l-June 30
v E999 year end (July 1-Decermber 113
¥ 2000 mid vear {)anuary 1-June 38)

These rms are:

* Van Scoyec Associates, Enc. (Tek: 202-638-1950)
= Contact: Ms. Anita Estell, Evg.
= L Senate: 39837621
= LI} House 32802026

¥ Duw, Lohnes & Albertson, PLLC {Tel: 202-776-2566)
= Contact: Kenneth Safomon
= LI Senate: 12940-152
= 1.D. House; 31796005

UFR Expenses: 1998-1999 For Lobbying Reparts:

For complete information on the exagt expenses paid to the above referenced
lobbying firms during the period of 19981909, please contact Mrs. Nazeerah
Elmadah, Directar of the VPR Finance ©Office, Office of the Presidemt, at
(787} 250-0000, extension 400)  For information regarding specific UPR
contracts or for other assistance, please contact Ms Julia M., Badikle, the
Dvirector of the UPR Office of Legal Affairs, at (787) 250-0006, extension 2203

UPR Expenses refating to lobbying activities for this reported periods (1993.
1999} were reported as income by the specific lobbying firms representing the
UPR. The OFEA is nat responsible for the direct payment of such expenses and |
therefore, does not have the exact amoum of expenses for each of the reporting
petieds, This information can be prepared and submitted to the Clerk of the House
and the Secrutary of the Senate, if necessary. Please advise Mrs. Nazeerah Elmadah
if you require this mformation.

Filing #9257de54-7503-4976-8752-dal88ba65281 - Page 4 of 5




Contmencing in May 2009, the UPR retained the services of a new pavernment
refations consulting firm, Cosidy and Associates, for U.8. copngressional
cedarions representation on behalf of the HPR, The contraet with Van Scoyoc
Associates (VSA) was terminated on December 31, {929 The new contact nine
at Cassidy and Asseciates for the UPR accausd is Mr. Dennis Kedzior,
telephone (202) 385-2410 and fax (202} 3470785,

Thank you in advance for your anention 1o this mager.

%X%Wiéﬁusﬁ* _ {f/jm.

Anne L., Howard-Iristam Date
Special Assigtant 1o the President and
Dhrector, (ffice of Federal and External Affairs

1J
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