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payments to the registrant by any other entity for lobbying Method A.  Reporting amounts using LDA definitions only
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Method C.  Reporting smounts under section 162(e) of the ini
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LOBBYINGACTIVITY. Select as many codes as necessary to reflect the general issue areas in which the re
engaged i lobbying on behalf of the client during the reporting period. Using a separate page for each code,
information as requested. Attach additional page(s) as needed.

15. General issue area code :

16. Specific lobbying issues

(s % W
:«.a&.‘ oW
: ?:?

18. Name of each individual who acted as a lobbyist in this issue area 4y, page to continue additing lobbyists for this i

Covered Official Position (if applicable)
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Information Update Page - Complete ONLY where registration information has changed

20. Chent new add S5

LOBBYIST UPDATE
23. Name of each previously reported individual who is no lenger expected to act as a lobbyist for the client
First MName . Namn — _ ! Suffix - Last Name

ISSUE UPDATE
24, General lobbymg issues that no longer pertam

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS
25.Add the following affiliated organization(s)

Principal place of Business
(city and state or country)

26. Name of each prevmus]y reported organlzanon that 15 no longer afﬁhated with the reg1strant or client

FOREIGN ENTITIES ;
27. Add the following foreign entities
Name ' Address Principal place of business Amount of contribution Ownersh
St_"m Address : (city and state or country] for lobbying activities percenta

J slent. .,

28, Name of each previously reported foreign entity that no-longer owns, or controls, or is affiliated with the registrant, clie
afﬁhated orgamzatlon

Printed Name and Title
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY . 016 py,

In the 2000 census dara which was finalized by the Office of Management

Budget on June 6, 2003, Morgantown, WV (along with nearby Preston County,

WYV)-was named a Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) for the first time. The
population of the urbanized area within Monongalia County barely exceeds the
population threshold to become a metropolitan area, The only reason that

Morgantown reaches the 50,000 threshold within the urbanized area for populatic

is because of West Virginia University (WVU) and a student population in exces;

021,000 studerits. Students generally in the age bracket from 15-24 use very liti
~ -~ hospital services in comparison to the older age groups (most notably those 65 an
. older). Monongalia County’s population, as a result of WVU has a much higher

percentage of 15-24 year olds and a considerably lower percentage of those over
age 65 than other arsas of West Virginia. By examining the use rates for these -

~ various age groups (from CDC United States level of detail data) it is obvious tha

for the purposes of hospital services Mergantown looks much more like 2 rural |
area than it does a metropolitan area. - L '

Designating Morgantown as a meu'opélitéﬁ. area has several detrimental

: J.mpacts on payment levels for West Virginia _hos;ﬁtals. First, the rural wage indes

would be recomputed downward, leaving cut WVU and Menongalia General -
Hospitais from the rural data. This results in a decrease in payment 1o all of the
rural West Virginia hospitals (except those that are reclassified). Additionally,

‘because of the new metropolitan area United Hospital in Clarksburg would o

longer be eligible to be reclassified to Pittsburgh and would recsive a lower
Morgantown wage index as a result of a reclassification. Lastly, depending upon
an administrative interpretation of rural referral centers that are now in an MSA, it
is possible that both WVU and Mon General could lose their reclassifications to
Pittsburgh. The end resuit could reduce payment to West Virginia hespitals by as
rouch as $3,538,000. T

We believe that the unique nature of 2 smaller urban “college town™ such as

Morgantown is such that it merits exclusion from being considered an MSA for

purposes of determining the Medicare wage mdex. Thus, preservation of

| Monengalia County as a part of mural West Virgmia would be 2 more appropriate -

treatroent for Medicare wage index purposes than simply accepting the MSA status
as ‘IJ.SEd bv the U.8. Caenanig Rivraan : .
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