SR 00020361740

Clerk of the House of Representatives  Secretary of the Senate iy
Legislative Resource Center Office of Public Records SECRET; ,ﬂit‘f 0 P [ﬁ: SEMATE

B-106 Cannon Building 232 Hart Building PUELIC RECORDS
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510

S Q2 AUG 22 if 9 08
LOBBYING REPORT

Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 (Section 5) - All Filers Are Required To Complete This Page
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2. Address D Check if different than previously reported

e, Ameiicad eV, guu:l-e, choo

3. Principal Place of Business (if different from Line 2)
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TYPE OF REPORT 8. Yeargo_o_c’,_l._ Midyear (January 1-Tune 30) @ OR  Year End (July 1-Dec:

9. Check if this filing amends a previously filed version of this report Q

10. Check if this is a Termination Report O = Termination Date " 11. No Lobbying

INCOME OR EXPENSES - Complete Either Line 12 OR Line 13

12. Lobbying Firms 13. Organizations
INCOME relating to lobbying activities for this reporting EXPENSES relating to lobbying activities for this rep:
period was: peried were:
$10,0000rmore d = §
$10,000ormore I = § Expenses (nearest $.
Income (nearest $20,000)

14, REPORTING METHOD. Check box to indicate
Provide a good faith estimate, rounded to the nearest $20,000, accounting method. See instructions for description of
of all lobbying related income from the client (including all
payments to the registrant by any other entity for lobbying
activities on behalf of the client). (] Method B. Reporting amounts under section 603’
Internal Revenue Code

L] Method A. Reporting amounts using LDA definiti

) Method C. Reporting amounts under section 162(
. - Internal Revenue Code
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Registrant Nam%&_ Client Name?)a / G?/Lf C%/ @QF\ \5'94-5"
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LOBBYING ACTIVITY. Select as man j ..odes as neces.,ary to reflect the g.,ncral issue areas in Wthh the
engaged in lobbying on behalf of the client during the reporting period. Using a separate page for each cod
information as requested. Attach additional page(s) as needed.

17. House(s) of. Congress and Federal agcnc1es contacted Q Check if None
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18. Name of each individual who acted as a lobbyist in this issue area

. Name, = ' . j R Covered Official Positiqh (lf applicéble) .
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19. Interest of each foreign entity in the specific issues listed on line 16 above J Check if Nor-le
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Information Update Page - Complete ONLY Wwhere registration mformatlon has changed.

20. Client new address

City State/Zip (or Country)

..........................................

oy ¢ 1

C 22”0 New general dcscnpuon of client’s busmess or acuvmes

LOBBYIST UPDATE . . :
23. Name of each prcvmusly reported individual who is no longer expected toactas a lobbylst for the chent

3 ‘.‘l :
ISSUE UPDATE B e
24. General lobbying issues prewously reported that no longer pertain
AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS . . : - Pl S
25. Add the following affiliated organization(s)--
Name [ B ) r Address ot Pnnclpal Place of Bus

(city and state or cou

AN )

26. Name of each previously reported orgamzatuj‘:u that is n.ti_:l;dnger affiliated with the registrant or client_

FOREIGN ENTITIES ™ ,T — e — :
27. Add the following foreign entities T o ..
Name ' o * Address o . \ . Principal place of business Amount of contribution |

{city and state ar country) u for lobbymg activitiss

28. Name of each previously reported foreign entity that no longer owns, or controls, or is affiliated with the registran
affiliated organization
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.EXECUTIVE SUMMARY.,

L 7 Stote do

The Benefit Improvement & Protection Act'of 2000 (BIPA) extended *

" Medicare wage index reclassifications from an annual reclassification t6 a thre
year reclassification to increase the predictability and consistency of Medicare
payments for acute care hospltals The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Serv
(CMS) subsequently interpreted this provision in 42 C.F.R. 412.230 in the Auy
1, 2001 Federal Register to prohibit hospitals from secking an annual Toll forw
reclassification request. This interpretation, in our judgment, decreases the
predictability and consistency of Medicare payment, contrary to the mtent ‘of
BIPA.

Valley Health System responded last spring during thé comment petiod,
wrote Secretary of Heaith & Human Services Tommy Thompson a letter on
August 15 asking him to resend this regulation. On September 27" CMS sen
response to Mr. Wolf (this was of course after September 11 ™ denying the req
In March of 2002 the Hospital sent timely comments to Secretary Thompson’s
newly constituted committee on regulatory reform, and our consultant discusse
the need for the annual roll forward at a"CMS open door forum on-Apiil 4, 20(
with key CMS executives (Torn Grissom and Tom Gustafson): Also, yesterda
‘National Rufal Health Association contacted-Mr. Tom Scully, Administrator 0
CMS askmg him to withdraw this regulatlon Time is-of the essence there is_

. virtually no cost to the taxpayers of this proposal. CMS personnel hive told u
the administrative costs of processing these geograpmc reclasmﬁcatmn request
deminimus and reclassxﬁcattons are budget neulral

We ask that the Virginia Congressmna[ deIegatmn, either mdnndua
or as a group, contact either Tommy Thompson, Secretary of Health &
Human Services and/or Tom Scully; Administrator of CMS, and ask that
proposed Medicare rule: “Changes to the Hospitak Inpatxent Pmspectwe
Payment System?”, which is expected to be pubhshed by approximately M:
- 2002 and currently is in final clearance, be amended: to strike thereqmren
added to the-above-referenced regulatmn that prohxblts an annual roll
forward. Wage mdex reclassification.
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