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Registrans Namps_ APMA Clent Maroe,
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Reoistrant Name- Ametican Podiatric Medical Association

Addendum #160-Specific Lobbying Issoes

*Legislative Enitiatives

A. Managed Care Reform (1HR 2990, 51344 Throvghout the calender year, the
association lobbied & Senate-House conference commitiee on behall of a meaningful
seb of patient protections for the enrollees in managed care plans. In particular, the

. association advocated two high prionity protections, namely, apoint of service option
snd a non discrimination of practitioner provision.

B. Appropriations {5, 2533, HR 4577} Withio the Labor. Education, DEHHS FY
00 appropriations measare, the association again seceessfully advocated funding
for o HRSA admimistered primary care podiatric medical residency, program
initiative. ’

T Appropriatons (HR 4578): Wihe the Interior and Related Agencies FY 2000
appropriations measure, the associatton successfully lobbied for a dizective scolding
the [ndians Health Services’ failure 1o address its podiatric medical manpower needs.

D Ant Trust Issue (HR 1304} The association actively and successfully seppovted
during the vear legislation in the House permitting herlth professionals to collectively
bargatn managed care plans without being in violation of federal anti brast faws,

E. TRICARE: The association prevailed on the Senatc Committee on Ammed
Services to seck an explanation and jstification from the Department of Defense as
£ why the TRICARE program is affowed to operate a dual payment policy for health
professionats, Why should medical doctors {MD, D0} be paid move than others
{DPMs) for rendering the same identical services to program beneficiaries?

F.Student Loan Interest Deduction (HR 7, 51134) with repard 1o an education-tax
proposal pending in Cotigress, the Association has beeg supporting an amendrent

e e dw o iuprove the amount eligibie for income tax deduction for the interest payments
made on student loans,

+Federal Regulatory Tssues
A, Health Care Financing Administration, DHES: Ag physiclan participants in the
Medicare program, the association 5 in frequent contaet with the ageney on a varicty
of payment, coverazge wnd selsted policy matters.  These contacts inclade 1he
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Registrant Name- American Podiatric Medical Association

Addendum #16-Specific Lobbying Tssues

B.  Health Resowces and Services Adiministration, DHHS: As the sgency
responsible for the Federal programs affecting the schools and studems of the heakih
professtons, HRSA &5 asouree of frequent contact by the profession. The agency also
oversees o begishatively mandated prirnary care podiatric medical residency program
which also reguires an asseciation-agency dialogue during the year.

. Indian Health Service, DHES (THS): The association meets with IS officials
from time 1o time to aid in meeting the agency's podiatric medical reeds. Having
been directed by Congress to strengthen its foot health programs, IHE will likely be
visHed by association representatives more regularly in the coming year.

D Bepartment of Defense (DODR)y: TRICARE has been a source of discontent {orthe
profession over the past few years, Discussions about these problem arcas,

particularky an inequitable physician payment pohicy, have bees required during the
year and will need to continue in the Nulire,
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